
Last Sunday gave us an insight into the beginnings of the public ministry of Jesus. He went to the 
Synagogue and taught the people. They all responded with amazement at his teaching because it was with 
authority…and not like the scribes. 

 
Jesus is the ‘Word of God’ and he speaks with God’s authority to lead us all into a right relationship with 
God. We are called to listen…hear the voice of the Father which is speaking through and in him. Jesus 
would later urge his disciples and the crowd… ‘Those who have ears…ought to hear!’ 

 
But the Gospel of Mark wants us to realize that Jesus comes as ‘the one mightier than I’ which is the 
testimony of John the Baptist. Jesus comes with divine authority and his word is powerful even to the 
point of commanding the unclean spirits (Satan – the Devil) to depart and they have to obey him. So Jesus 
is wresting the human family from the bonds of Satan and sin. He can do it for he is ‘The Son of God’.  
We are called to have faith in him and to share his authority is rescuing humanity from Satan and sin. 

 
This Sunday we have Jesus going into Simon’s mother-in-law’s home. There are many lessons here in  
this episode also testifying to who Jesus is…powerful in word & deed. Jesus heals the woman and she is 
able to give her life in serving God and others. Once freed from the illness that keeps her from generously 
serving the Lord…she immediately begins her service of him and his disciples. 

 
But Jesus’ mission is far more than to the town in which he is and the sick that have been brought to 
him…he is to carry the gift of the Kingdom into all the towns and villages…. ‘For this purpose have I 
come’. 

 
We are to understand that the disciples (which include us) are to share in his passion for ministry and 
spreading the ‘Word of the Gospel’ the Good News of salvation and life in Christ. So we must be 
committed to growing in our faith and being formed by Christ into ‘fishers of men’. We also must remain 
close to Christ and open in prayer to be attentive to the direction he is giving us. Let’s use this time 
preparing and entering Lent to grow in our ‘prayer & study’…becoming better & effective disciples. 

 

The Holy Season of Lent…begins on Ash Wednesday…which is Wednesday, February 18th. Masses 
will be at 8:15 AM and again in the evening at 6:30 PM. Ashes are distributed after the Homily during 
Mass which is a sign of our desire and willingness to undergo repentance and conversion…sorrow for sin 
and willingness to undergo a change of heart and behavior. 

 
Stewardship & Discipleship…are really one and the same. We are being good stewards when we use all 
the gifts God gives us in a proper way that leads us closer to him…time, talents & treasure. We focus on 
different aspects of stewardship throughout the year…prayer & study, generosity in serving, generosity in 
giving, and in sharing our faith with others. Lent is the season that fits well with prayer & study. 

 
Use the materials and opportunities that are available to begin a new phase in your spiritual growth. Keep 
track of what you will do for Lent…improve & increase the time you spend in prayer…commit to  
spiritual reading and learning more about your faith. You may sign-up for the ‘LIVING the  
EUCHARIST’ study program that focuses on the readings for the Masses during Lent…just six weeks to  
a better spiritual life shared with others who desire to grow. We all need the support of other Christians to 
fully live out our faith and to inspire us to greater things. 

 
Don’t forget…BRING your OLD PALMS from last year and drop them off at church. 

 

Today…blood pressure tests…Friendship Club after 10:30 Mass…8th Grade selling Crispy Cream donuts 


